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The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem 

15th November 2016 

Amman, Jordan 

 

 

The Report of Archbishop Suheil Dawani 

to 

The Diocesan Synod (‘Majma’) 2016. 

The humble and sacrificial ministry. 

 

 

1. This is the tenth year since my installation as the Diocesan Bishop of the Church Council 

and this Diocese which is dear to us all. We, as clergy and laity, are faithful stewards and 

trustees carrying out the responsibilities and having honour of leading, the church of 

Christ; the church of our ancestors in the five different areas of this diocese.  

 

2. Our synod meets this year under the theme: “The humble and sacrificial ministry.” As 

we meditate on John-the-Baptist’s ministry – who was an important contemporary of 

Christ and the last of the Prophets – we note that it was a ministry crowned in humility. 

Prophets came to proclaim the will of God and prepare the way for Christ.  John was 

truly a great man and Jesus himself proclaimed that: 

 

“…what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

This is the one about whom it is written: 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way before you.' I tell you the truth: Among those born of women 

there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist” (Matt 11.9-11).  

 

3. We know a little about Jesus’s childhood; yet we know even less about the Baptist’s.  

John’s life was modest: he committed himself to fasting and prayer, as he anticipated 

the coming of the Messiah.  He prepared the way for Christ with watchful eyes. The 

‘Lion of Jordan’ – a nickname that was given to the Baptist- proclaimed loudly in the 

wilderness: Repent, for the Kingdom of God is near!  
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4. The attractiveness, the magnetism of John, was not just his strong personality, but the 

honesty in which called people to repent and await the coming of the Messiah.  

 

“I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way for the Lord'” 

(John 1.23). 

 

5. John’s cry awoke the sleeping conscience of this world through a proclamation of truth 

and justice. Today, we need such a voice and such a cry to awaken the human 

conscience which seems bent on corrupting our planet through murder, destruction, 

and estrangement. 

 

6. The Baptist was a brave and courageous person and, unlike many of his time who were 

hypocrites and untruthful for the sake of their own interest, he offered his life a sacrifice 

to the ‘altar of the truth’.   He laid down his life for the sake of the truth, being martyred 

by Herod.  He fearlessly proclaimed the truth in the face of vanity.  John the Baptist 

went down like the sun after it had shed its light on the face of the earth.   It is perhaps 

of significance that his birth is remembered on June 24 - six months before the birth of 

Jesus -  and shortly after the days begin to shorten after the equinox.  Whereas, Jesus 

birth was on December 25 just after the days starts to grow longer.  Jesus’ birth was a 

sign of light, life and hope for the whole creation, especially in a world that is lost in the 

darkness of ignorance of the truth of God. 

 

7. Through the humble and sacrificial ministry of John the Baptist, we need to learn and 

place before us in this Church Council, whether we be lay or ordained, a life given in 

faith which diminished so that Christ could increase, when John said, “He must increase, 

but I must decrease” (John 3.30).     

 

8. John-the-Baptist was a great man because he was humble, and because he witnessed to 

the true light of Jesus Christ.  He was great because he knew that he was not great. 

Greatness come from one’s self-denial and service of others; from a silent ministry. How 

many men and women silently sowed, built, evangelized and proclaimed Christ to 

communities in which they lived in. We remember in gratitude the faithful who have 

gone before us, both lay and ordained, who built the Church of God and the institutions 

of healing, education and orphanages.   They did not do it for their own egos; they did it 

for the greatness of God.  They are the good stewards who sow good seeds in the 

church that is entrusted to our care and stewardship. 

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

We need to increase: 



Page 3 of 12 
 

In Love 

In Charitable Giving 

In Mercy 

In Self-denial 

In Humility 

In True Discipleship 

We need to increase as Jesus’ followers. 

9. Let us reflect the love and mercy of God in us and be channels of the mercy and 

goodness of God. 

 

10. John came with a heavenly message to offer to the whole of humanity, he came to call 

people to a life of sanctification and guide them to the One whom he described as,  

 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world” (John 1.29).  

 

11. John the Baptist called people to repentance after they had strayed from God, deserting 

the truth and living a life of sin. John called these people ‘sons of vipers’.  This is a 

difficult description, as it depicts the miserable state of humanity and the life of deceit, 

oppression, and darkness that it had reached.  

 

12. What does this mean for us in the here and now?  Today, we encounter challenging 

circumstances, similar to those people whom John the Baptist addressed in his strident 

sermon.  Sadly we witness in the Middle East: murder, alienation, destruction of whole 

civilizations and apostatizing people. Humanity appears to have deserted its moral code 

and ethical standards and we have to face these new realities and massive challenges in 

order to keep the threatened Christian presence in the area.       

 

13. This year, this was discussed at the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) in Amman.   

At this Council we discussed ways we can strengthen the Christian presence through 

empowering the communication between the different denominations in the region.  

We discussed this too when His Majesty King Abdullah II invited the Heads of Churches 

for lunch and talked about the importance of supporting and empowering the Christian 

presence in the Middle East.  

 

14. Our need today is for a serious work with the different denominations in the area and 

beyond so that the ‘Living Stones’ are strengthened and the role of the church is 

activated in the society through interfaith relations and dialogue based on mutual 
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respect and acceptance.  This helps and empowers the security and peace for society, 

and enables it to face the fanatic groups that trouble our region, threatening not only 

the Christian presence but also all of humanity.  

 

15. The church has a prophetic voice and it has to be heard; heard not only inside church 

buildings but also outside them. This can be achieved when the church community 

engages with its surroundings and environment, becoming a living witness to our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus through Word and Deed. This is the ministry we see in many of our 

parishes and institutions (educational, healthcare, and rehabilitation). They are fine 

examples of the embodiment of faith in acts of charity and goodness to all people 

irrespective of their ethnic, religious, or national backgrounds. Institutions are real signs 

of the Church’s strong presence in this region. 

 

16. John’s ministry was about preparing for the coming of Christ.  We, too, have to be ready 

and prepared to welcome Him again.   The moral lesson of the theme that is set before 

us in this Synod (“Majma”) is the continuous preparation and anticipation for the 

coming of God’s kingdom, which means turning away from our own egos, our greed, our 

selfishness, and our pride.  I notice when I visit different parishes that among our 

Christian family there is despair and fear of the future in the light of what is happening 

around us. We have to be emboldened to work diligently to encourage them and to 

bring hope back to their lives, especially the young generation who constantly consider 

leaving. 

 

17. Our Lord Jesus Christ asks us today for more dedication, more courage, more 

steadfastness, and more patience.  He says to us:  

 

Fear not! Take courage. For I am with you always, even to the end of the age. 

 

Pastoral Ministry 

18. We started this Synod with the Ordination of two Deacons, Fares Naoum and Jamil 

Khader, to the Order of Priesthood, and later this week I will ordain Deacon David Roche 

to the Priesthood in Beirut. Regarding our Ordinands in training, Halim Shukair and Wadi 

Faar are doing exceptionally well.  I have received very encouraging reports about both 

their performances at the Virginia Theological Seminary. Wadi will finish his degree (M. 

Div.) this coming summer (May 2017).  Archdeacon Luay Haddad will present the 

recommendations of the Patronage Committee later during this Synod.  
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19. I visited our churches in Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, and Israel, on various occasions, 

including Confirmations, where I confirmed over 80 young people, and during 

Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, and Pentecost.  

 

20. The House of Clergy met in Jerusalem last February around a spiritual retreat. There will 

be another meeting for the clergy with their spouses in the near future. 

 

21. There are an ongoing meetings and consultations with the clergy and offering advice 

and guidance to their pastoral ministry. 

 

22. I urge my clergy to continue to work in the spirit of the one team in order to empower 

the ministry of the church whether on the parish or institutional level. Some of our 

clergy were placed in institutional leaderships, and I am grateful to all the clergy who 

responded positively to my invitation and took on leadership in important institutions 

belonging to this Church Council. 

 

23. I ask my clergy to prepare an annual pastoral plan including all the activities and the 

programs concerning elderly people, women’s ministry, youth, and Sunday School, and 

to activate the role of the Pastorate Committees in the ministry of the Parishes. Also, to 

prepare the confirmation classes by offering them weekly catechism and sufficient 

knowledge of doctrines, the Bible, and the Anglican identity.   

The Archbishop’s Visits 

24. In August this year, I visited the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, as part of our 

continued collaboration between Jerusalem and Lambeth regarding the ministry of this 

Diocese. Archbishop Welby will visit our Diocese in May, 2017.  I also visited the Church 

Mission Society, who continue to support the work of the Diocese. 

 

25. I took part, together with the Heads of Churches, in the deliberations and discussions of 

the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) held in Amman last September. The 

conference discussed the challenges that face the church communities here in the 

Middle East. 

 

26. I attended an inter-faith meeting for three days in Poland between 30th October 2016 

and 2nd November 2016. 

 

27. I participated in April this year in a peace conference at the Carter Centre in Atlanta, 

Georgia in the USA. The conference was about the ‘Christian Presence of Christians in 

the Middle East’, and the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem were all present with Heads of 

Churches in America. We also met with US government officials and stressed the 

importance of the Christian presence and their role in the area. 
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Planned Visits for 2016/7 

28. I will visit Dublin, Ireland, at the end of this month to attend a meeting about the 

‘Suffering of Christians in the Middle East’ and I will be a keynote speaker on two 

occasions around the same theme. Later, I will be attending another program with 

Archbishop Michael Jackson.  

 

The Church in Acre and Jaffa 

29. The reconstruction work at St. Saviour’s Church in Acre has been completed. The 

rededication service will take place after the meetings of the Church Council. The 

ministry at St. Saviour will be revived along with the presence of a new Rector there, the 

Revd Imad Dueibes.  

 

30. The work at St. Peter’s Church, Jaffa, is progressing and we hope to rededicate the 

church in 2017.   St. Peter’s will focus on the ministry of diplomats (Embassies and 

Consulates) and other members of our local community in the area. 

Ecumenical Relations 

31. We have unique and special relationships with the Eastern Churches in Jerusalem, 

particularly with the Greek Orthodox Church. The house of Clergy visited Patriarch 

Theophilos III in February. We have agreed to start an Ecumenical Commission to 

explore different aspects of dialogue and communion between the two churches. 

 

32. There is also a special and historic relationship with the Armenian Patriarchate in 

Jerusalem and Patriarch Norhan Manougian and the participation of the Anglican 

Church in service at St James’ Cathedral.  

 

33. Ecumenical relationships with the Catholic and Coptic churches are also very good. 

Friends of the Holy Land is a British ecumenical Society of Catholic and Anglicans that 

support the work and ministry of the Diocese of Jerusalem. This initiative started at 

Lambeth in a conference held between the former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan 

Williams and Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Vincent Nichols in 2015.  

The dialogue with the Evangelical Churches in Palestine. 

34. There are consultations between the Diocese of Jerusalem and the local evangelical 

churches in Palestine. These churches (unofficial and unrecognized by the state) seek 

our help with regard to administration and legal operations within the Palestinian 

Authority.   
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35. These consultations are done within the framework of helping our brothers and sisters 

in Christ as long as this does not affect the interest of the Church Council and its 

ministry.  

Diocesan Investments  

36. The following investments are reported: 

 

a. Queen Helena Project, Jerusalem: The construction work started at the Queen 

Helena Project in Jerusalem after a very long wait. We hope to complete this 

project within two years. This project will provide housing apartments which will 

provide our Church Council with fixed income.  

b. Zarka: In Zarka, Jordan, there is construction work.  

c. Jaffa: There is an important investment plan for the property in Jaffa, opposite 

the church, which will further our fixed income. At this point we are exploring 

different offers in relation to the property. We hope to reclaim the property that 

was forged in Jaffa before the end of this year. Later this month (23/11/2016) I 

will offer my testimony at the court in Tel-Aviv.  

d. Hebron: We are engaged in litigation as there has been an attempt to forge 

ownership of our Hebron property that is leased to the UNRWA.  

e. The Grand Jerusalem Project: I have asked the Chinese company to follow up 

the impending agreement between the Diocese and CITIC. I hope we can reach 

an initial agreement shortly. 

f. Bethany: We have approved the building of a basketball court in Al Hamawi, 

which has been renovated by our partners to provide after school facilities in 

Bethany. 

g. Al-Ahlyia and Bishop’s School- Amman: This I will come to later. 

 

37. The Diocesan Properties: All rental agreements are being reviewed and our property 

department carry out regular on-site visits. The financial reports will indicate an increase 

in income from these rents year after year. There will be two reports about the 

properties in both regions.  

 

Partners 

38. The Diocese is blessed with many who partner with it, both at a Diocesan level and with 

institutions and parishes.   These partnerships, grounded in prayer, offer fellowship and 

support, and enable us to share our concerns and to learn from each other.   

 

39. This year our friendships have been renewed and strengthened.  Earlier this week we 

had a visit from the Friends of the Holy Land, who are inspiring not only support in the 
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parishes in the Britain but helping to promote the ecumenical mission in the UK and 

strengthen fellowship between Christians in the UK with Christians in our region.   

 

40. We are blessed today with the presence of some of our partners, whom I mentioned in 

my greeting: 

 

a. Archbishop Michael’s visit to the Diocese at Epiphany marked to beginning of a 

partnership with his United Diocese of Glendalough and Dublin.  Our founding 

link document says: Our purpose is to journey together as brothers and sisters in 

Christ and his mission on a common pilgrimage of faith and discipleship.  This 

echoes our mission with all our partners. 
b. Catherine Chapman’s presence as she leads the Canadian Women’s Pilgrimage 

in the Diocese reminds us of the wonderful link we have with the Diocese of 

Ottawa – this is a source of encouragement grounded too in prayerful 

fellowship;  

c. We are delighted that the Canadian Companions and Archbishop Fred will visit 

the Diocese just after Easter. 

d. Rev. Uwe Graebe presence and our partnership with EMS is of immense 

importance for our work in Schneller and I am grateful for their support 

e. Cotty Peabody representing AFEDJ with whom we are working so closely with as 

they offer support to the diocesan institutions.  

f. Our new work with the Anglican Alliance will we hope provide new mission 

opportunities in this Diocese, and it is wonderful to have Reverend Andy 

Bowerman here. 

 

41. The work of our partners, both formal and informal is invaluable.  815 and The Episcopal 

Church, Episcopal Development and Relief, Embrace the Middle East, Overseas Aid, 

Anglican Board of Mission Australia, provide important support.  Our Companion 

Dioceses, we hold in prayer – Los Angeles, Olympia, Massachusetts, Washington DC, 

Ottawa, Southwell & Nottingham, Rochester, Southwark, Lichfield, Tokoyo, Dublin and 

Glendalough.   

 

42. I was delighted this year too to have installed Archbishop Philip Frier, Primate of 

Australia as an Episcopal Canon of St George’s. 

 

43. There are many other partners who I could name.  We continue to hold them all in our 

prayers giving thanks for their support for this Diocese and the Christians in this land. 

Diocesan Institutions 

44. The diocesan institutions are the ministry and presence of the Anglican Church in the 

communities in which we serve. There are multiple schools, hospitals, rehabilitation 
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centres, and Guest Houses that offer unique services in the fields of medicine, 

education, rehabilitation, and hospitality. These institutions are in constant need of 

financial and administrative support. We are planning a regional meeting at the 

beginning of next year for all the directors of our institutions in order to exchange 

expertise and to prepare strategic plans for each institution.  

 

45. Each institutions must identify the financial and managerial needs for the next five 

years.  It is critical that each institution identify administrative and management 

specialists, who can support its work as vice principals or deputy directors. This is a 

propriety for the Board of Directors in each institution which will be appointed soon by 

the Standing Committee.  

Diocesan Schools 

46. There are encouraging reports about the academic performance of our schools. Last 

academic year (2015-2016) we graduated more than 450 students from our schools and 

It was a delight to attend these graduations.  

St George’s School (‘Bishop’s School’), Jerusalem 

47. A new General Director, Ms. Dolly Namour, was appointed for the school at the 

beginning of this academic year (2016-2017). Ms. Namour put together a coherent 

academic and educational plan for the years ahead.  

 

48. We thank the Very Reverend Hosam Naoum for his management of the school for the 

last three years.  

Schneller Institute 

49. For some years this institution has faced serious management issues. This led the 

Diocese to take a decision to support the institution financially.  Four months ago, we 

decided to appoint the Reverend Dr Khalid Friej as General Director for the institution.  

He has faced, and is overcoming, serious challenges to regain stability for the institution. 

With the help of some management experts from the Diocesan office we have a 

strategic plan and management restructure and renovations of the facilities. We have an 

initial amount of USD 200,000 from the AFEDJ and will have more funds to restructure 

the vocational school in order to qualify the student to integrate into the Jordanian 

labor market. Thank you to Rev’d Khalid for accepting this responsibility and challenge 

for the sake of the mission of this diocese. 

Al-Ahlyia and Bishop’s School- Amman 

50. The administration of the school put together a future plan to move the school premises 

to a new location. The Church Council decided to buy a piece of land for this purpose 

and for the interest of the school and its students. This comes under the development 
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plan for both schools in order to continue their excellent ministry in Jordan. I thank 

Senator Haifa Najjar for her achievements and especially the work done within Bishop’s 

School and the great success they have achieved.  

Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza 

51. The hospital continues to offer its services in Gaza City and its services reaches 

thousands of patients. In addition, there is a mobile clinic that gives medical treatment 

to those who are unable to come to the hospital. We are putting together a whole 

medical plan for the first Cancer Centre in Gaza. Thank you to Suheila Tarazi and her 

management and staff for all their efforts. 

St. Luke’s Hospital in Nablus 

52. The hospital in Nablus is considered to be one of the leading medical institutions in 

offering specialized services and specialties. We have renovated different wards 

including a whole building for the CT Scan. Thank you to Dr. Waleed Kirreh for his 

management and leadership. Dr. Hisham Nassar will present a detailed report about the 

medical institutions. 

Princess Basma Centre 

53. This institution is one of the important centres of children rehabilitation in Jerusalem 

district, the West Bank, and Gaza. The institution has witnessed great developments in 

the services and facilities. Thank you to Mr. Ibrahim Faltas the General Director of the 

institution. 

St. John’s School in Haifa 

54. This is one of the leading schools in Haifa. The school finished some serious renovations 

particularly at St. Luke’s in order to enlarge the capacity of the school by adding more 

classrooms. A word of thanks to Mr. Aziz Duaim and his diligent work in uplifting the 

academic and educational standard of this institution.  

The Evangelical School in Irbid 

55. Thank you to Revd Canon Samir Said and his wife Sabah for the development of this 

educational institutions and the enlargement of its building. Today, this has become one 

of the most important educational centres of integration in Northern Jordan which 

offers services to blind students as well as mainstream students. 

The Arab Evangelical School in Ramallah 

56. The ministry of this school is applauded in the city of Ramallah and the region. We offer 

scholarships for needy students and it is one of the leading schools academically and 

educationally. Thank you to Mr. Iyad Rafidi and the supporting staff. 
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The Vocational Centre in Ramallah 

57. We hope to develop the vocational school in Ramallah in order to become a College for 

training young people in the fields of hotel management and catering. Thank you to Mr. 

Giovanni Anbar and the supporting team.  

St. Saviour School in Zerkaa 

58. Thank you to Ms. Duaa’ Bisharat the Principal of the school in developing the school. 

The Church Council offers financial assistance for the school as is the case in other 

institutions that the Diocese supports. 

The Holy Land Institute for the deaf in Salt 

59. This is another leading institution in ministering to deaf children. I have visited the 

institution more than once with the management team to see the ministry of the 

institution. Our thanks go to Brother Andrew for his service. 

St. Margaret’s Hostel in Nazareth 

60. The diocese is putting together a study and plan to renovate and enlarge the capacity of 

rooms at the Hostel. The vision of the diocese is to have another Guest House that can 

accommodate pilgrims and visitors who come to St. George’s Guest House and College 

who visit Jerusalem and the area.  

St. Luke’s Centre in Beirut 

61. The centre of Beit Mary caters for children with special needs. Recently, the institution 

opened a department for Autistic students. Thank you to Rev’d Imad Zourob and all the 

staff who work at this centre. 

Christ School in Nazareth 

62. Thank you to Archdeacon Samuel Barhoum for his leadership and management of the 

school especially in finance and managment. We have appointed a new director for the 

Secondary school, Mr. Wesam Talhami. 

The Kindergartens in Nablus and Reineh  

63. Thank you to Rev’d Ibrahim Niroz and Rev’d Hannah Dalleh for their oversight.  

Andaveg Institute in Beirut 

64. We are working with some senior people in Lebanon to retrieve this institution back to 

the Church Council for oversight. This institution serves children with special needs.  

The Episcopal Cultural Centre in Shafa-amr 
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65. The centre in Shafaamr under the leadership of Canon Fuad Dagher coordinates 

different cultural, musical events and concerts in and around the town. This centre 

attracts large amounts of people within the Arab sector in Galilee. I take this 

opportunity to congratulate Canon Fuad who received the title and responsibility of 

‘Canon for Reconciliation’ a role he is already engaged in among the different faiths and 

denominations in Shefaamr.  His ministry will be a resource for the whole Diocese.  

The Ministry of Women 

66. The women’s committee has different spiritual and societal activities both locally and 

regionally. The Diocese supports the women’s mission in preparing for various 

workshops and activities. Thank you to Ms. Shafeeqa Dawani and the coordinators in 

the different regions. 

Scholarship Fund 

67. Every year we set aside special budget for the support of students of different ages, 

ranging from elementary to university students and from different regions within the 

diocese. Each year we increase the amount in the budget in addition to the discount the 

students receive at our schools. I believe that this fund is vital and always has to be 

supported, especially in the areas where there are political and economic difficulties in 

order to support the young people and empower them to remain steadfast in their 

homelands.  

 

68. The funds for sick and needy families continues to offer support and assistance to many 

Christians as a sign of our contribution to uplifting the suffering of people in their 

distress.  

 

69. It gives me a great please to offer our sincere and best wishes and greetings to the 

leader of this country, His Majesty King Abdulla II, and we deeply appreciate his 

Majesty’s role in keeping the Christian presence in the area. We pray to Almighty God to 

protect this country and the keep Jordan an oasis of peace, security, and conviviality.  

 

70. Last but not least, I thank my dear clergy, laity, heads of institutions, all boards, all 

committees, employees and the diocesan offices and the Pastorate Committees for 

their generous efforts and dedication. 

 

71. May God our Lord reward all your efforts and the One who began in you all good works 

complete it to the day of the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to him be all 

glory and honour and worship for ever and ever.  

Amen  

  


